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12 Joseph then removed them from his knees and he prostrated himself with his face toward
the ground.

1% Joseph took the two of them — Ephraim with his right [hand], to Israel's left, and Manasseh
with his left, to Israel’s right — and he drew close to him. '* Bul Israel extended his right hand
and laid it on Ephraim’s head though he was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head.

s—+He maneuvered his hands, for Manasseh was the firstborn. '3 He blessed Joseph and he said,
"0 Uod before Whom my forefathers Abraham and [saac walked — God Who shepherds me
from my inception until this day: '® May the angel who redeems me from all evil bless the lads,
and may my name be declared upon them, and the names of my forefathers Abraham and
Isaac, and may they proliferate abundantly life fish within the land."

17 Joseph saw that his father was placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head and it displeased
him; so he supported his father's hand to remobe it from upon Ephraim'’s head to Manasseh's
head. '® And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, Father, [or this is the firstborn; place your right
hand on his head."

1 But his father refused, saying, I know, my son, [ know; hetoo will become a people, and

- he too will become greal: yel his younger brother shall become greater than he, and his off-
spring['s fame] will fill the nations.” 2° So he blessed thern that day, saying, "By you shall Israel
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19. my1 3 myT - [ know, my son, [ know that he is the
firstborn (Rashi). According to the Midrash, Jacob repeated
the expression to imply that he knew many things of which
Joseph was unaware, and if he chose to give the primary
blessing to Ephraim, it was for good and sufficient reason.
Haamek Davar explains that Ephraim'’s pre-eminence was
not the resuit of Jacob's blessing. Rather, it was because
Ephraim was destined for more greatness that he required a
more intensive blessing, for prominent people need a bless-
ing to carry out their mission successfully, Not Jacob's bless-
ing, but Ephraim's upbringing was the source of his future
greatness, for Ephraim spent his life studying Torah with Ja-
cob (see Rashi to 48:1), while Manasseh was Joseph's assis-
ant in governing the country. Thus, Ephraim’s accomplish-
ments in Torah study earned him the primary blessing. This
contrasts with the experience of the tribes of Issachar and
Zebulun. Although Issachar was the tribe that excelled in
Torah scholarship while Zebulun was a merchant tribe, Ja-
cob gave precedence to Zebulun (49:13), because Issachar's
spiritual growth was made possible only because Zebulun
shared his wealth with the scholars of Issachar.
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OSEF BROUGHT HIS TWO SONS, MENASHEH AND
Ephraim, to his father Yaakov for a final berachah. _

In Judaism, the right hand is more prestigious than
the left. Yosef therefore placed his firstborn, Menasheh, at
Yaakov's right, and his younger son Ephraim at Yaakov's
left. But when Yaakov was ready to bless thermn, he crossed
his arms and placed his right hand on Ephraim’s head and his
left hand on Menasheh's head.

When Yosef protested that as the firstborn, Menasheh
deserves to have Yaakov's right hand placed on him, Yaakov
answered, “l know, my son, | know; he too will become a

people, and he too will become great. But his younger brother «

shall become greater than he” (48:19).

& This begs an obvious question. If Yaakov wanted to place

his right hand on Ephraim, why did he have to execute this
kward maneuver, crossing one hand over the other? Why
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didn’t he just ask his two grandchi]drén to switch places?
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{ Fora blessing to be effective, he writes, it is not sufficient
that he who bestows the blessing should deserve the fulfilment
of his blessing. The person blessed must himself firmly )

believe in the blessing. Hence, the very fact that Joseph
thought his [lather's blessing was not valid because he had’
unintentionally confused the two sons, invalidated the
blessing. Accordingly, Jacob had to bless them afresh, after
making it clear to Joseph that he knew what he was doing.
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Right and Left

We note that the greater stature of Efrayim relative to that of
Menasheh is reflected in the fact that he received his blessing with the
right hand of Yaakov. Presumably, the significance of this is that the right
hand is naturally stronger and more prominent than the left; it is there-
fore appropriate that it should go to the son who will himself be more
prominent. However, the Meshech Chochmah explains the significance of
Yaakov'’s right and left hands on an entirely different level.! h

He begins by referring toan explanation of R’ Yehonasan Eybeshutz*

regarding a verse in Tehillim we say regularly, which reads as follows:®
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A thousand shall fall at your side and a myriad at your right.

We infer from the fact that the second phrase in the verse refers
explicitly to “your right” that “your side” mentioned in the first phrase
vefers to the left side. This asymmetrical method of phraseology is
somewhat puzzling. Why is the right side referréd to as “your right” and

) the left side as “your side"? Are the right and the left not both “sides”?
R’ Eybeshutz explains that the difference between the right and left
tLis_not merely that one is stronger; rather, they refer to two completely

different levels of Divine supervision:

« The left side represents a person who s guided within the bounds
of nature. This is why it is referred to as “your side,” for it relates to
a realm that is “closer at hand” to human existence and experience.

. -The “right hand” represents a qualitative shift to alevel of Divine
supervision that transcends the bounds of nature.

This shift is reflected in the abovementioned verse in Tehillim. In terms
of “your [left] side,” success is expressed by the felling of a thousandr_o_fg
your foes. By contrast, the number of those who will fall from your “right
side” is not merely more than a thousand, it is an entirely new order—
amyriad—for the right side itself representsa different order of Divine

supervision.

-

Torah and Prayer

The Meshech Chochmah® notes that the above idea regarding the
distinction between right and left can be perceived dlearly in the verse
in Sefer Yeshayah, which states:®

DY B I PR AT T A
My hand has established the earth, and My right hand had
measured out the heavens.

~ Here, too, we see tha_tgqe creation of the earth, i.e., the temporal realm,

is_gsstciatﬂlvith Hashem's left hand,? while that of the transcendent
heavenly realm is attributed to His right hand.

Building on the foundations of this idea, the Meshech Chochmah
explains that the two sides of right and left are reflected in the two areas

connecting with Hashem and asking for health, sustenance, and success

of Torah and tefillah respectively.” Tefillah is ®oncerned primarily with )

in matters of this world. It is for this reason tefillah has set times, for

it represents a connection with Hashem within the realm ‘of this world,

which is governed by time. By contrast, Torah has no set time. [t is an
ongoing mitzvah whenever possible because it connects a person with
‘Hashem’s wisdom—and through that to a level beyond this world, and

hence beyond time. Thus we find that tefillah is referred to by Chazal
8 as “chayei shaah,”® which we translate as “temporal life,” but which the
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I Meshech Chochn—;d; explains literally to mean “the life of time,” for it
is involved in attaining Divine blessing and life in this world, . which is
governed by time. By contrast, Torah is referred to as “chayei olam,” the
life of the universe, for it involves connecting to the Divine life force
that sustains creation from the highest levels of existence, even those
that transcend this werld.

With this in mind, he explains a somewhat cryptic comment of Chazal

regarding the Torah’s description of the splitting of the Red Sea:"’
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And the water was a wall for them, on their right and on their left.

Commenting on this verse, the Sifrei explains:*!

« “On their right”—fhis refers to Torah.
« “And on their left’—this refers to tefillah.

Based on our discussion, we understand that Chazal’s mention of
Torah and tefillah as explaining the walls on the right and the left reflect
the two different planes of Divine connection they enable and develop.

At

Yehoshua and Gideon
Coming back to Yaakov's berachos to Efrayim and Menasheh, we
can now appreciate anew the significance of the way Yaakov arranged
his hands. The success of the two tribes of Efrayim and Menasheh is
reflected and embodied by two great personalities that emerged from
them: Yehoshua from Efrayim and Gideon from Menasheh. When we
consider the success of these two individuals, we will see that Yehoshua's
military victories did not merely exceed those of Gideon, but they parteok
of a completely higher order. Gideon's battle against the Midianites was
~J enhanced by his ingenuity and blessed with success due to Divine super-
vision.'” Ultimately, however, it took the form of a battle in temporal
military terms. Yehoshua, on the other hand, was able to conduct his
battles in a way that transcended temporal means, as expressed by his

calling on the sun and the moon to cease their movement in order to
allow him to conclude the fighting.*
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We can now understand that when Yaakov directed his right hand
toward Efrayim: he was thereby facilitating the development of Efrayim's

ability to access the level of Divine interaction represented by the right

% hand—the level that transcends the nature of this world. By contrast,
sensing that Menasheh's success would be found in Divine assistance in
terms of nature, Yaakov directed his left hand to him.

An
—
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Chizicuni says that Yaakov's maneuver was deliberate.
Thgword sikeil in this verse, he explains, shares a root with
the world sechel (wisdom). The Torah is teaching that Yaakov
acted wisely in crossing his arms while blessing Menasheh
and Ephraim. What wisdom was inherent in this move?

There are times in life when we must do something that,
by very definition, will hurt someone. Sometimes it can be
something really life-altering, such as laying off an employee

due to downsizing measures, and other times it can just be
something that will make someone fegl bad, such as when we
feel that we must admonish an adult child or exercise tough
love toward him or her. o -
Yaakov was in this sort of situation, says Chizkuni. He
.knew that he had to place his left hand on Menasheh’s head
because wicked people would emerge from him, and place
his right hand on Ephraim’s head because he would be the
progenitor of the great Yehoshua bin Nun. And such situations
occur frequently in our lives. A common application is the
area of shidduchim. A boy and girl meet, and one of the two
feels that it's not a shidduch. How do we go about saying no?
Do we avoid the shadchan's calls for a few days, dragging it
out because we don't feel like facing up to an unpleasant con-
versation? Or do we perceive the potential pain of the other
party at having been strung along for a few days only to be

brought down to the ground and make the cdll immediately? _

Yaakov's wisdom was that when he had to do something
that would hurt someone, he found a way to do so while p_l_ré-
serving the person's dignity, rather than adding insult to inju-
ry. It was far less embarrassing for Menasheh to have Yaakov
cross his arms than to have to switch places with Ephraim.

As Yaakov Avinu taught us, we should find a way to use
our sechel to mitigate the pain we may unfortunately have to
inflict on others,
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close to him, while the latter involves moving them forward toward

Y;il-_tov. What is the meaning of this phrase? The answer is that Yaakov
has assessed that while Menasheh and Ephraim are_fundamentally
worthy of this blessing, ghey are not entirely on the level where they
can receive it directly. Rather, the blessing will come through Yosef. ThusD
Yaakov instructs Yosef to take his sons and draw them close to him
Yaakov instructs Yoset to taxe s SOMS 2

since the blessing will be bestowed through him, and thus to present

them to Yaakov for blessing.
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ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENTS?

Understandably, this instruction was something of a disappointment
for Yosef, who would have liked to have seen his sons blessed directly
by Yaakov. That said, however, the events described in the following
verses were a source of some encouragement for Yosef, as they gave him
reason to conclude that Yaakov had reconsidered.

« Verse 10: Yosef presents his sons to Yaakov, who kisses and
hugs them.

o Verse 11: Yaakav says to Yosef, “Inever thought that Iwould see
you again, and b:zhold, God has shown me your children as well.”

What are the implications of all this? In reality, with these actions
and words, Yaakov was endorsing his grandsons’ essential worthiness
to receive the blessing, even though his decision to bless them through
Yosef remained unchanged. Yosef, on the other hand, saw the direct
contact with his sons and Yaakov's ensuing words as an indication that
he had reconsidered and was prepared to bless them directly! For this
reason, verse 12 states that “Yosef released his sons from bm

knees and bowed down to the g;ound.” We asked, what was the mean-
ing of this bowing? The answer, says the Alshich, is that one bows down
upon hearing good tidings.* In Yosef’s understanding, he had just heard
~exceptiona.lly good tidings—that his sons would be_blessed directly

by Yaakov!
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In reality, however, Yaakov's :Eum:la_mgntal position had not changed.

The grandsons would {e_ch\_fE his blessing, but it would take place

t@ugh Yosef. The most immediate implications of this question

relate to how the sons should be positioned in order to receive the
. blessing—which brings us to the question of right and left..

THE FIELD OF BLESSING
When it comes to the positioning of Yosef’s sons to receive the bless-
ing, two issues need to be considered:

« Which son should receive the right side?
+ With reference to whom should the “right” and “left”

side be

determined?

from Yaakov, then it will be his right and left side that are mgn_?_l?a_;l? _
However, if the blessing will be delivered through Yosef, then his right
'zf‘ and left will be the ones to consider.
In terms of the above, we can appreciate that Yosef’s understanding
differed from that of Yaakov with regards to both of these questions:

.

(.
Accordingly, he positioned his sons _wit.h Menasheh at Yaakov's right
side and Ephraim at Yaakov's left. What is most fascinating is that

through acting on these two premises together, he effectively posi-
tioned his sons exactly where they needed to be in terms of Yaakov's plans:

X.

.He felt that Menasheh should receive the right side.
He thought that the blessing would come directly from Yaakov.
¢

Placing Ephraim at Yaakov's left side meant that he was placed

at Yosef's right side.
Likewise, placing Menasheh at Yaakov's right side meant that he

was at Yosef's left side.

AN Thisis why the verse describes the positioning of the sons not only in
terms of Yaakov's right and left, but also in terms of Yosef’s, for in fact, it
~/was the latter’s “coordinates” which would be definitive for the way the

)
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However, Yaakov responds by saying, “Yadati b'ni yadati—1 know,
my son, [ know.” Perhaps the double expression refers to both aspects

of the situation: “(1) I know that you thought the blessing would
come directly from me, and (2) 1 also know that you think Menasheh
should get the right hand, and that is why you placed Ephraim at my

left side. However, the blessing was actually to go through you, and
Ephraim—whom you placed at your right side—is the one who will

be receiving my right hand, for he will achieve greater eminence than
his brother.”
Stunning!

»
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blessing was delivered. Additionally, we now understand why Yaakov

crossed over his hands to give the right to Ephraim, and did not ask

his grandsons to change places. For in reality, they were exactly where

they needed to be—with Ephraim at Yosef’s right and Menasheh at his
? left. All Yaakov now needed to do was to align his right and left hands
\ with the corresponding sides of Yosef —which he did by crossing over

his hands. With everything in place, verse 15 then introduces Yaakov's

blessing to his grandsons by saying, “He blessed Yosef,” for, as we have
® seen, his blessing to them was actually transmitted through Yosef.

-~

UNDERSTANDING YOSEF'S REACTION

We can now understand why Yosef reacted to these events in the
way that he did, saying, “Not so, Father, for this is the fi_rstborn,” and
even trying to physically move Yaakov's right hand to Menasheh.
When Yosef saw that Yaakov had crossed his hands, he realized that he

b oMo 3 C’J

Db 5
NI I2TAN T D SROVT 110 NI MARnnm nInon ,DXIRY YR noNa 1) AL
T TRIVN TNAN MUY NP NT MR MNTY PMM ANNN apn avT 1
%3 5% NPYIRA IPKZY MY MO0 TN A"2pR 0PV 13 DV AN MmN
Y JW TN DMK VY A72pM 3T0 IBY3 YR MY ARYN Dhn AR amom
70 T¥ N77 19192 DNONA DAY pAYDY 21 ,WPYN 92 0NY VWA TITA A% W 1IN
"DNYN 11 0NY" M DHR VIV 191 ORI .00 Y9 NI AR MATI 29N Ny
(3,79 ¥oY) MR DDIIR NIWN IROHY ONY - (3, oan) “DrAR DRYY (e, mbw)
WD DRIN .ONPT DYV DT N AR AN DY nRb oA P oo Y
,Ma% NIMY 19331 1MauYn ,n?m'mn IBRY P7PT NIAR Y97 7179 AT aamn 1onn
TR 59 ANNY_MNN RSN ATV T NPN dana TeM M) 1 TInb an momINm

maapn nETON

‘had been mistaken in thinking that the blessing was to go to the sons
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directly from Yaakov. However, he still assumed that Menasheh was
meant to receive the right hand. As such, in light of the way he realized
the blessing was being transmitted, he thought that he had positioned
his sons contrary to Yaakov's wishes! That is why he tried moving
Yaakov's hands—not as a protest to what he perceived as Yaakov's

Dmistake, but in response to his own mistake. He was effectively saying,
'l am sure you crossed your right hand over to my right side expecting
to find Menasheh there, but I mistakenly put him at your right side.
Here he is!”

{
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